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Prime Minister & his Spanish counterpart jointly
inaugurate TATA Aircraft Complex for manufacturing

of C-295 aircraft in Vadodara

rime Minister Shri Narendra

Modi and his Spanish counter-

part Mr Pedro Sanchez jointly
inaugurated the TATA Aircraft Complex
formanufacturing of C-295 aircraftat TATA
advanced systems limited (TASL) Campus
in Vadodara, Gujarat on October 28,
2024.

Addressing the gathering, the Prime
Minister remarked that it is the Prime
Minister of Spain Mr Pedro Sanchez’s first
visitto India and the partnership between
the two countries is finding a new direc-
tion today. Noting the inauguration of the
TATAAircraft Complex for manufacturing
C-295 aircraft, the Prime Minister said that
it would not only strengthen the relations
between the two nations, but also give
momentum to the mission of ‘Make in India,
Make for the World’. Shri Modi conveyed
his best wishes to the entire team of Airbus
and TATA on the occasion. The Prime
Minister also paid his tributes to Late Shri
Ratan Tata ji.

The Prime Minister underlined thatthe
factory of C-295 aircraft is a reflection of
the new work culture of New India and
said that India’s speed from idea to the
execution of any project in the country
can be witnessed here.

Recalling the foundation stone laying
of the factory in October 2022, the Prime
Minister said that the facility is now ready
for production of C-295 aircraft.
Emphasizing the focus on eliminating
unaccounted delays in the planning and
execution of projects, the Prime Minister
recalled the setting up of Bombardier Train
Coach manufacturing facility in Vadodara
as the Chief Minister of Gujarat and said
that factory was ready in record time for
production. “Metro Coaches made in this
factory are being exported to other nations
today”, he added. Shri Modi expressed
confidence thatthe aircraftmade intoday’s
inaugurated facility would also be export-
ed.

Quoting the famous Spanish poet
Antonio Machado, the Prime Minister
remarked thatas we start treading towards
the goal, the path towards the goal is cre-
ated automatically. Noting that India’s

defence manufacturing ecosystem was
scaling new peaks today, Shri Modi said
that if concrete steps were not taken 10
years ago thenitwould have beenimpos-
sible to reach this destination today. He
added that a decade ago, the priority and
identity of defence manufacturing were
aboutimportand none could imagine that
defence manufacturing could take place
on such a large scale in India. The Prime
Minister remarked that the Government
decided to walk on a new path, set new
goals for India, whose results are evident
today.

The Prime Minister said that India’s
transformation of the defence sector
exemplifies how a right plan and part-
nership can turn possibilities into pros-
perity. He underlined that strategic deci-
sions have spurred the growth of a vibrant
defence industry in India over the last
decade.

“We expanded private sector partici-
pation in defence manufacturing, made
public sector units more efficient, restruc-
tured ordnance factories into seven major
companies, and empowered DRDO and
HAL”, said Shri Modi. He said establish-
ing defence corridors in Uttar Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu infused new energy into the
sector. Touching upon Innovation for
Defence Excellence (iDEX) scheme, the
Prime Minister said that it has driven the
growth of around 1,000 defence start-ups
in the past five to six years. He informed
that India’s defence exports have increased
30 times over the past decade, with the
country now exporting equipment to over
100 countries.

The Prime Minister underlined that he
was looking at today's program beyond
the manufacturing of transport aircraft.
Highlighting the unprecedented growth and
transformation of India's aviation sector
in the last decade, Shri Modi remarked
that India was providing air connectivity
to hundreds of small cities in the country,
while simultaneously working to make India
a hub of aviation and MRO domain. He
added that this ecosystem will also pave
the way for Made in India civil aircraft in
the future. Noting that various Indian air-

lines have ordered 1,200 new aircraft, Shri

Modi said that this only meant the newly

inaugurated factory will play a major role
from designing to manufacturing civil air-
craft to meet the needs of India and the
world in the future.

Noting that Vadodara City was a
stronghold of MSMEs, Shri Modi remarked
that the city will act as a catalyst in these
efforts of India. He added that the city
also had a Gatishakti University, which
was preparing professionals for different
sectors of India. The Prime Minister also
noted that there were many companies
related to many sectors like the pharma
sector, Engineering and Heavy Machinery,
Chemicals and Petrochemicals, Powerand
Energy Equipmentin Vadodara. He added
that now this entire region was also going
to be a major hub of aviation manufac-
turing in India.

oncluding the address, the Prime
Minister expressed confidence thattoday's
event will inspire many new joint collab-
oration projects between India and Spain.
He extended an invitation to the Spanish
industry and innovators and encouraged
them to come to India and become part-
ners in the country's development jour-
ney.

Governor of Gujarat Shri Acharya
Devvrat, Chief Minister Shri Bhupendra
Patel, Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh
and External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishakar
were among those present on the occa-
sion.

Earlier, in a post on X, Raksha Mantri
termed the inauguration as a special day
for the Indian aerospace industry. “The
C-295 project is a huge accomplishment
for the Indian private industry as it is the
first project of its kind in which a complete
military aircraft will be manufactured in
India by a private company. The project
will give a big boost to India’s growing
aerospace ecosystem,” he wrote.

Background

In September 2021, Ministry of Defence
had signed a Rs 21,935-crore contract
with Airbus Defence and Space SA, Spain
for supply of 56 aircraft - 16 to be brought
in fly away condition from Spain and 40

to be built in India by TASL.

Delivery

Ofthe 16 aircraft, six have already been
inducted into IAF at 11 Sqgn based at
Vadodara. The last would be delivered by
August 2025. The first Made-in-India C-
295 is expected to be rolled out of the
Final Assembly Line facility at Vadodara
by September 2026 and the remaining
by August 2031. Along with the aircraft,
a Full Mission Simulator has also been
installed at IAF's Agra station.

FAL facility

TASL is responsible for making 40 air-
craft in India. This facility becomes the
first private sector Final Assembly Line
(FAL) for military aircraft in the country. It
willinvolve the full development of a com-
plete ecosystem from the manufacture to
assembly, test and qualification, to deliv-
ery and maintenance of the complete life-
cycle of the aircraft.

This facility has been builtin less than
two years. The Prime Minister had laid
the foundation stone of C-295 aircraft man-
ufacturing facility in Vadodara in October
2022. The pre-FAL production will start
from December 2024 and the FAL assem-
bly will start from October 2025.

‘Make in India’

For the 40 aircraft to be made in India,
a substantial proportion of C-295 com-
ponents, sub-assemblies and major com-
ponent assemblies of aero structure are
planned to be manufactured in India. Of
14,000 detailed parts used in one aircraft,

13,000 would be made in India from raw
material. A total of 37 companies have
already beenidentified by Airbus, of which
33 are MSMEs.

The indigenous content in the first 16
aircraft will be 48%, and it would increase
to 75% in the 24 aircraft to be made in
India. All 56 aircraft will be equipped with
an Electronic Warfare Suite that will be
indigenously manufactured by Bharat
Electronics Limited and Bharat Dynamics
Limited.

Employment Generation

Number of man hours that Airbus
employs to manufacture an aircraftin Spain
will be gradually transferred to India.
Initially, it will be 78% for first five aircraft,
which will increase to 96% for remaining
35 aircraft.

The project is expected to generate
600 highly-skilled direct jobs, 3,000 indi-
rect jobs and an additional 3,000 medi-
um-skill employment opportunities with
more than 42.5 lakh man-hours of work
within the aerospace and defence sec-
tor.

Significance of C-295

The C-295 is new generation trans-
port aircraft used for airlift operations. It
has modern technology & avionics and
is perhaps the best currenttypeinits class,
with a payload of 9.5T. This aircraftis being
inducted into IAF to replace the HS 748
Avro.

The C-295 project is a huge accom-
plishment for the Indian private industry

as it is the first project of its kind
in which a complete military air-
craft will be manufactured in India
by a private company. It will pro-
vide a boost to the aerospace
ecosystem in the country.

Exhibition

Prime Minister Shri Narendra
8 Modi and his Spanish counterpart
MrPedro Sanchez also took awalk-
through of the exhibition showcased
on the occasion. DRDO is show-
casing its latest range of maritime
surveillance systems, namely the
Multi-Mission Maritime Aircraft
(MMMA)for the Indian Coast Guard
and Medium Range Maritime
Reconnaissance (MRMR) aircraft for the
Indian Navy at the exhibition organised
as part of the event. MMMA and MRMR
are special mission aircraft designed &
developed by Centre for Airborne Systems
(CABS), DRDO with state-of-the-art
advanced sensors and communication
suite from various DRDO labs.

MMMA and MRMR is based on mod-
ified C-295 and has three-way collabo-
ration between CABS, DRDO as the
nodal agency for Design & Development
of mission aircraft and mission systems,
Airbus Defence and Space for aircraft mod-
ification and certification and TASL for man-
ufacturing the modified aircraft in India.
This entails 15 additional C-295 to be man-
ufactured in blue aircraft configuration, in
addition to the 56 aircraft ordered by IAF.
This collaboration is a classic example of
design in India by DRDO and make in
India by Indian Industry leading to
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

DRDO: s also showcasing the Airborne
Early Warning and Control (AEW&C) MKI|
for IAF which embodies India-Spain col-
laboration. CABS, DRDO is the nodal
agency for design and development of
the mission aircraft and Airbus will mod-
ify the A321 platform based on the require-
ments projected by CABS forthe AEW&C
MKkII. All the three programmes will involve
synergistic participation from Indian R&D,
Academia, Airworthiness Authorities,
Services and Indian Industries.

Stream Martial Arts Academy
Secures Third Place in Inter-

Sketching Workshop Held at
Vidyabhavan School

Udaipur: A one-day sketching workshop was organized
at Vidyabhavan Senior Secondary School under the aegis of
Urban Sketchers and Kashti Foundation. The workshop saw
participation from young sketch artists, along with a signifi-
cant number of students and alumni, who expressed their cre-
ativity through sketches.

Addressing the workshop, Sunil S. Ladda, head of Urban
Sketchers and a renowned architectural expert, described
sketching as a vibrant form of artistic expression. He empha-
sized thatthrough sketching, artists can harmonize theirimag-
ination with reality. He also encouraged young artists to con-
nect with the global Urban Sketchers community. Participants
created sketches inspired by the historical architecture of
Vidyabhavan.

The event began with Principal Pushpraj Singh Ranawat
welcoming the young artists and providing insights into the
school’s artistic and educational background. He highlighted
the achievements of art students from Vidyabhavan and reaf-
firmed the institution's commitment to promoting art and artists.
The head of the school's painting department and art instruc-
tor, Neelofar Munir, welcomed the guests and artists with tra-
ditional tilak.Present at the workshop were stone sculptor
Hemant Joshi, painter Rahul Mali, Suresh Paliwal, Bunty Suthar,
along with numerous students and sketch artists.

Miniature Art by Chittora
Celebrates Diwali

mz A Glimpse of Diwali in Micro
Art

Udaipur’s renowned miniature
artist, Chandraprakash Chittora,
has crafted unique micro artworks
dedicated to the grand festival of
) Diwali. For this occasion, Chittora
< — created a tiny lamp from a grain of

B Lf « 5'7 rice and carved a diya from a chalk

Emm——e = S stick using precision tools. He also
crafted a miniature version of the traditional accounting book
used on Diwali, hand-stitched with thread, so small it is even
smaller than a fingernail.

Rice Rangoli and Intricate Diya Creations

Mount Litera Zee School, Udaipur
Hosts Annual Function 'Pragyan:
The Path to Purpose’

Udaipur: Mount Litera Zee School, Udaipur,
enthusiastically organized its annual function,
"Pragyan: The Path to Purpose," aimed atinspir-
ing students to explore meaningful career
paths. The event emphasized the importance
of purposeful education, motivating students
to align their educational journeys with per-
sonal aspirations.

The program was presided over by Mrs.
Chitra Joshi, Regional School Director of Zee
Learn Limited, with Chief Guest Rajesh Meena,
Inspector General of Police, Udaipur Division,
alongside school trustees S.K. Khetan, Arun
Mandot, and R.K. Jain, IFS, Chief Conservator
of Forests, Jodhpur. Other notable attendees
included Murli Chaubisa, Additional District
Project Coordinator of the Education
Department; Shamsher Singh, former captain of the Rajasthan Ranji Cricket Team; and CA Mahaveer Chaplot, Secretary of
JITO Apex.Special guests included Salil Bhandari, founder of Udaipur Tales and former President of the Chamber of Commerce,
New Delhi; Sushmita Singha; Rajkumar Fattawat; and several other dignitaries from the city.

The annual function featured a mesmerizing presentation by the school's female students, showcasing the nine forms of
Goddess Durga, which created an atmosphere of devotion and reverence. Their passionate performance infused the event
with energy, leaving the audience moved.Following this, pre-primary students presented a heartwarming performance along-
side their mothers. This unique collaboration filled the atmosphere with joy, bringing smiles to the faces of all attendees.

The primary aim of this event was to guide students about potential career options and serve as a source of inspiration to
help them realize their dreams. The annual function, presented as a solo play, left a profound impression on both students and
parents, illustrating how a school and its teachers diligently contribute to the holistic development and bright future of their stu-
dents.The journey of 'Pragyan' was divided into ten distinct portrayals, woven together as a single play. Various career paths
were showcased through dance, drama, and dialogues, each conveying a special message. Each presentation told an inspi-
rational story, resonating deeply with the audience and reinforcing that every student can achieve their dreams with determi-
nation, hard work, and proper guidance. The program depicted roles such as teachers, actors, businesspeople, police offi-
cers, soldiers, athletes, Kathak dancers, scientists, and doctors, highlighting the vital role that schools and educators play in
shaping these careers.The program was skillfully anchored by students Darshan Gopal Chhipa, Muskan Paliwal, Hriday Paneri,
Man Kanwarani, Riddhima Sharma, Palit Tripathi, and others, with Darshan captivating the audience with his unique style.

Principal Jai Singh remarked that the school's objective is to help students recognize their potential. "We encourage them
to dream big and pursue paths that offer fulfilment and purpose. Through 'Pragyan,' we hope to sow the seeds of confidence

Udaipur: Stream Martial Arts Academy achieved third place
inthe third Inter-School District Karate Championship 2024 held
in the city. Rajasthan Technical Director Sanju Singh reported
that 32 athletes from the academy won a total of 30 medals,
including 14 gold medals.

Among the medal winners, in the senior category, Kamlesh
Senwon abronze medalin kumite. In the cadet category, Aditya
Singh also secured a bronze in kumite, while Daksh Chandaliya
claimed gold in kumite. Akshaya Loganathan earned silver in
kumite, and in the sub-junior category, Samishta Gahlot won
silver, Hiya Chandaliya secured gold, and ShambhaviLoganathan
took home gold as well.

Nimisha Kumawat, Gazal Bapna, RV Jain, and Mitan Dangi
allwon gold medals in kumite, while Tushank Tank, Akshit Somani,
and Pari Chaturvediachieved bronze medals. Devansh Tatawat
also earned a bronze medal. In addition, Prince Sahu, Kashish
Tatawat, Manan, and Deep Singh won gold medals, while Siya
Chauhan and Dhairya Saini secured bronze. Charvi Surana
earned both bronze and gold, and Rajveer Sahu, Vivaan Dangi,
and Vini Ojha also received bronze medals. Lakshika Patel,
Khwaahish Kothari, and Kartavya Kothari won gold medals in
kumite.

Devotees Enthralled in Grand

Aarti of Lord Shri Nakoda

Parshwanath
Udaipur: Asper O

tradition, a grand &
musical aarti for Lord

o

Chittora has designed a rice-based rangoli depicting the| | and perspective for their future.” Shri Nakoda /&
footprints of Goddess Lakshmi, a diya, and the Swastik sym- Parshwanath and | ©
bol. Additionally, he created a larger, intricately carved diya Nakoda Bhairavwas
containing details aboutthe significance and traditions of Diwali, D G C h h b held on Dhanteras,
symbolizing the essence of this festival. r' a u rav a ra with prayers for pros-

perity and happi-
ness. The aarti, filled
with devotion and
energy, saw devotees dancing and immersing themselves in
the spiritual atmosphere.

Under the guidance of astrologer Kantilal Jain, founder of
Shri Nakoda Jyotish Sansthan at Ashok Nagar, the women of
Vasupujya Mahila Mandal performed the musical aarti for Lord
Nakoda Parshwanath and Nakoda Bhairav with devotion. The
grand ritual, using 108 lamps, took place at Roop Rajat Bhavan,
creating a vibrant and sacred ambiance.

Books on Goddess Dhanvantari and Lakshmi

Chittora has crafted aminiature book dedicated to Goddess
Dhanvantari, encompassing Ayurvedic knowledge, and anoth-
erfor Goddess Lakshmito honor the festive spirit. Additionally,
he engraved the image of Goddess Lakshmi on a candle,
showcasing the sanctity of Diwali through his intricate designs.

Warm Diwali Wishes

Through his exquisite miniature creations, Chandraprakash
Chittora extends heartfelt wishes to everyone for Diwali,
Dhanteras, and Roop Chaudas.

Shares Expertise at NAT-
CON 2024

Dr. Gaurav Chhabra, Professor and Head of Pulmonology at Geetanjali Medical College
and Hospital, recently contributed his insights at the national conference NATCON 2024 in
Jaipur. During the event, Dr. Chhabra shared his knowledge of advanced bronchoscopic tech-
niques, specifically focusing on Transbronchial Lung Biopsy (TBLB) and Transbronchial Needle
Aspiration (TBNA). He also provided in-depth information on sleep compliance reports, offer-
ing valuable guidance to emerging doctors in this specialized field.

-Shabnam Bano
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