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A Celebration of Tradition,
History and Modern

Relevance

Raksha Bandhan: A Festival
of Love, Protection, and
Gender Equallty

aksha Bandhan, the festi-

val honoring the sacred

bond between brothers and
sisters, holds a profound significance
in Mewar, blending historical legacy
with contemporary celebration. This fes-
tival, revered across the region, reflects
not only familial love but also a rich
cultural heritage rooted in historical
events and royal traditions.
Historical Significance and Royal
Legacy

Mewar’s Raksha Bandhan is
steeped in stories of bravery and
honor. One of the most renowned leg-
ends is the tale of Rani Karnavati of
Chittorgarh and Mughal Emperor
Humayun. Facing a threat from
Bahadur Shah of Gujarat, Rani
Karnavati, the widow of Rana Sanga,
sent a rakhi to Humayun, seeking his
protection. Despite political tensions,
Humayun responded with respectand
honor, illustrating the festival's power
to transcend boundaries and evoke sol-
idarity.
This historical significance is echoed

inotherancientnarrativesaswell. The
Bhavishya Purana recounts how Indrani

tied a sacred thread on Lord Indra's
wrist during a celestial battle, sym-
bolizing protection and victory. Rajput
traditions also highlight how Raksha
Bandhan was intertwined with themes
of valor, where women tied rakhi to
warriors to ensure their safety in bat-
tle. Additionally, the story of Alexander
the Greatand King Porus underscores
the festival'simpacton fostering respect
and protection even in adversarial
contexts.

Modern Celebrations in Mewar

In present-day Mewar, Raksha
Bandhan remains a vibrant celebra-
tion infused with royal grandeur and
traditional practices. The City Palace
in Udaipur becomes the heart of the
festivities, where members of the royal
family uphold the festival’'s regal
essence. The palace’s celebrations pre-
serve the cultural heritage of Raksha
Bandhan, showcasing the enduring ties
of familial love and respect.

Temples like Eklingjiand Shrinathiji
also play a central role during the fes-
tival. Devotees visit these sacred sites
to seek blessings and offer prayers for
their brothers, continuing the tradition

of divine protection associated with
RakshaBandhan. The temples witness
a surge of activity as sisters tie rakhis
to deities, reflecting the festival’s spir-
itual dimensions.

Contemporary Relevance and
Evolving Traditions

While Raksha Bandhan retains its
core values, its modern celebration
incorporates new dimensions. The
festival now includes elaborate deco-
rations and gift exchanges, enhanc-
ingits appeal. Social organizations also
use the occasion to honor societal pro-
tectors such as soldiers and police offi-
cers, broadening the festival's rele-
vance.

Tomaintain the essence of Raksha
Bandhan, it is essential to focus on its
foundational values of protection and
respect. Brothers are encouraged to
pledge not only to protect their sisters
butalso to advocate forwomen's rights
and equality. By integrating social
causes into the celebrations, Raksha
Bandhan can continue to be a pow-
erful symbol of love and unity.

Conclusion

Raksha Bandhan in Mewar stands
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as a testament to the region’s rich cul-
tural heritage and historical significance.
Itis a festival that celebrates the deep
bonds of family while reflecting on the
valor and traditions of the past. As the
festival evolves, preserving its tradi-
tional values and embracing its mod-
ern relevance will ensure that Raksha
Bandhan remains a meaningful and
enduring celebration for generations
to come.

Introduction

Raksha Bandhan is a festival steeped in ancient traditions and
cultural significance. Celebrated across India, this unique festival
is not merely a ritualistic event but a profound symbol of the bond
between brothers and sisters. The Rakhi thread signifies more than
just protection; it embodies religious, social, and familial unity. This
festival, which highlights the importance of women’s security and
equality, has deep roots in historical narratives and continues to
inspire and uplift people across the nation.
The Essence of Raksha Bandhan

Raksha Bandhan transcends the simple act of tying a thread.
It is a festival that reaffirms the values of equality and protection
for women. In contemporary society, where women are making
significant strides in various fields, including the military, aviation,
and sports, Raksha Bandhan serves as areminder of their achieve-
ments and the continuing need for their protection and respect.
The Rakhithread symbolizes the unwavering bond of love between
siblings and underscores the commitment to ensuring women’s

safety and dignity.
Historical Significance of Raksha Bandhan

To fully appreciate Raksha Bandhan, one must delve
into its historical context. The festival is mentioned in
ancient texts and has been part of numerous significant
historical events:

1. The Bhavishya Purana and Lord Indra: According
tothe Bhavishya Purana, during the celestial war between
gods and demons, the demon forces began to overpower
the gods. In desperation, Lord Indra sought help from
Sage Brihaspati. Indrani, Indra’s wife, prepared a sacred
thread with mantras and tied it on Indra’s wrist. This act
of faith and protection led to Indra’s victory. This story
underscores the protective power attributed to Rakhi and
its divine significance.

2.Rajput Traditions: Historically, Rajputwomen would
apply Kumkum Tilak on their men before battles and tie
Rakhi on their wrists. This practice was a ritual to ensure
their safety and success in battle, showcasing how Raksha
Bandhan has been intertwined with themes of valor and
protection.

3. The Humayun and Karmavati Saga: One of the
most famous historical anecdotes associated with Raksha
Bandhan involves the Mughal Emperor Humayun and
Karmavati, the widow of Rana Sanga of Chittorgarh. When
faced with a threat from Bahadur Shah of Gujarat,
Karmavati sent a Rakhi to Humayun, requesting his pro-
tection. Moved by this gesture, Humayun honored her
request and refrained from attacking Chittorgarh, later
coming to its defense. This act demonstrated the festi-
val's power to transcend religious and political bound-
aries and to foster alliances based on mutual respect
and protection.

4. Alexander and King Porus: Another significant his-
torical instance is that of Alexander the Great and King
Porus. Alexander’s wife tied a Rakhi to Porus, who then
vowed to treat Alexander with honor during their battle.
Porus, respecting the Rakhi’s sanctity, spared Alexander’s

I|fe and even returned Alexanders klngdom illustrating the deep
respect and commitment that Rakhi can inspire, even in adver-
sarial situations.

Raksha Bandhan in Contemporary India

In modern times, Raksha Bandhan has evolved while retaining
its core values. The festival is celebrated with great enthusiasm
across India, but its essence remains tied to the principles of love
and protection. Various regional practices have added unique dimen-
sions to the celebration:

1. Celebration Across Regions: In Maharashtra, Raksha Bandhan
coincides with Narali Purnima, where people offer coconuts to Varuna
Raja, symbolizing their respect and seeking protection. In South
India, it is celebrated as Avani Avittam, linked with various tradi-
tional observances. Each region brings its cultural nuances to the
festival, enriching the overall experience.

2. Stories from the Mahabharata: The Mahabharata recounts
significant events related to Raksha Bandhan. When Lord Krishna
injured his finger during the killing of Shishupala, Draupadi tore her
sari and tied it around Krishna’s finger. Later, Krishna repaid this
act of kindness by ensuring Draupadi’s honor during the disrobing
incident. This story highlights the deep connection between Rakhi
and the themes of protection and reciprocity.

The Changing Dynamics of Raksha Bandhan

While Raksha Bandhan continues to be a symbol of love and
protection, the nature of its celebration has evolved. In today’s soci-
ety, the festival often involves elaborate decorations and gifts. However,
the essence of Raksha Bandhan—the commitment to protecting
and respecting women—can sometimes be overshadowed by mate-
rial concerns.

A Call for Renewed Commitment

Torestore and strengthen the festival's original spirit, there needs
to be a renewed focus on its fundamental values:

1. Reaffirming Commitment: Brothers should pledge not just to
protect their sisters but to uphold the values of respect and equal-
ity for all women. This pledge should transcend the boundaries of
personal relationships and extend to broader social commitments.

2. Addressing Gender Inequality: Raksha Bandhan should also
be a platform to address gender inequality and advocate forwomen's
rights and safety. By integrating social causes into the celebra-
tions, the festival can become a powerful tool for change.

3. Preserving Traditional Values: While adapting to modern times,
itis crucial to preserve the traditional values that Raksha Bandhan
embodies. This includes ensuring that the festival remains a gen-
uine expression of affection and protection, rather than a mere
commercial or performative event.

Conclusion

Raksha Bandhan is more than just a festival; it is a celebration
of the deep, unbreakable bond between siblings and a reaffirma-
tion of the principles of protection and respect. Its historical and
cultural significance underscores its importance in both personal
and societal contexts.

As we continue to celebrate this cherished festival, it is vital to
honor its traditional values and strive towards a more inclusive and
respectful society. By doing so, we can ensure that Raksha
Bandhan remains a meaningful and enduring symbol of love and
protection for generations to come.
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Udaipur’s Dr. Ajay Murdia Makes Bollywood Debut:
Produces Four Films Simultaneously

Udaipur: Dr. Ajay Murdia, a renowned entrepreneur and Director of Indira IVF from Udaipur,
has embarked on a new venture into Bollywood as a producer. Known for his groundbreaking
work in the field of IVF, Dr. Murdia is now set to make a significant mark in the film industry by
producing four Hindi films simultaneously. This landmark achievement not only represents a major
milestone for Dr. Murdia but also for Rajasthan and Mewar, marking the first time a filmmaker

Grand Announcement at JW Marriott, Mumbai - In a high-profile press conference held at &
the JW Marriott Hotel in Juhu, Mumbai, Dr. Murdia officially announced his entry into Bollywood.
The event was attended by prominent figures from the film industry, including acclaimed film-
makers Mahesh Bhatt and Vikram Bhatt, music composer Anu Malik, and actors Anupam Kher,
Ishwak Singh, Veer Murdia, alongside actresses Esha Deol and Adah Sharma.

Focus on Emotional Films- Dr. Murdia shared his vision for producing films that evoke deep
emotions. His preference for emotional storytelling has led him to collaborate with renowned directors Mahesh Bhatt and
Vikram Bhatt, both celebrated for their exceptional work in this genre. Dr. Murdia expressed his aspiration to create films that
resonate profoundly with audiences, reflecting his dedication to emotional depth in cinema.

Directors and Actors Weigh in on the Unique Opportunity -
with Anupam Kher, spoke about the uniqueness of producing four films simultaneously. They described this endeavor as a
rare and exciting opportunity in the film industry. Anupam Kher, who will be collaborating with Vikram Bhatt for the first time,
expressed his gratitude and respect, also acknowledging Mahesh Bhatt as a mentor who has influenced his career.

Dr. Murdia unveiled the details of the four films he will be producing:

1. Tumko Meri Kasam - A romantic film inspired by the story of Indira IVF.

2. Ran - A historical film set against a backdrop of significant historical events.

3. Virat - A wildlife thriller that promises intense storytelling and thrilling narratives.

4. Tu Hi Meri Puri Kahani - Another romantic film focused on deep emotional connections.

The scripts, star cast, and other details for these films have been finalized, with shooting scheduled to commence at vari-

During the event, Mahesh Bhatt and Vikram Bhatt, along
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