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New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is coming to
Mangarh Dham in Banswara
district of southern Rajasthan,
adjoining the tribal-dominated
borders of Rajasthan, Gujarat,
and Madhya Pradesh on
November 1. Modi will pay
homage to the anonymous
tribal heroes of the freedom
struggle as part of the Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence by
participating inareligious gath-
ering here. He willalso address
a massive public meeting.
Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and many leaders of
the Center and the state will
also participate in this pro-
gram.

Mangarh Dham will be
declared anational monument
- 109 years ago, 1500 people
were martyred.

Mangarh Dham is consid-
ered a more significant mar-
tyrdom site than Jillian Wala
of Amritsar (Punjab) and the
holy shrine of crores of tribals
of Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh.
Situated on a high hill near
Sajjangarh-Jhalod and
Anandpuri, this Dham is con-
nected to the geographical
boundaries of Gujarat and
Rajasthan. Here, about 109
years ago, under the leader-
ship of Saint Govind Guru, who
awakened the spiritual and
social consciousness among
the forest dwellers and the
leader of the 'Bhagat
Movement,' on November 17,
1913, a fair was organized on
Margashirsha Purnima on
Mangarh and thousands of

visit to Rajasthan

people gathered on the holy
dhuni. British soldiers, led by
Colonel Shatton, were brutal-
ly and brutally massacred,
roasting 1500 innocent people
by arain of machine guns and
artillery shells.

Mangarh, which illuminat-
ed the spark of freedom and
the historical sacrifice of the
nation's devotees, remainedin
the darkness of oblivion for
years, but in the past, the
strong demand to declareitas
a National Martyr's Memorial
has grown due to which Prime
Minister Narendra Modi dur-
ing his visit on November 1.
Anannouncementwillbe made
to make Mangarh a national
martyr memorial site.

Congress and
BJP leaders
had demand-

ed

CM Ashok Gehlot has
already written a letter to PM
Modi regarding the National
Martyr Memorial status grant

to Mangarh. Along with this,
Leader of Opposition in
Rajasthan Legislative
Assembly Gulab Chand
Kataria, senior BJP tribal
leader, and local MP Kanak Mal
Katara have also raised this
demand in Parliament many
times. Recently, Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot,
local MLA, Water Resources
Minister Mahendrajit Singh
Malvia, and former Information
and Public Relations Minister
Dr. Raghu Sharma raised this
demandonce againinanelec-
tion rally in Gujarat.

Inthe election season, this
time in place of Beneshwar,
Mangarh Dham was made the
Center.

Wheneverthe election sea-
son approaches, the move-
ment of political leaders
increases in the Vagad region
to woo crores of voters of the
tribal area bordering Rajasthan,
Guijarat, and Madhya Pradesh,
and the significant places of
faith of the tribals are their main
centers. Till now, there has
been a movement of leaders

mainly in Udaipur, Banswara,
and Dungarpur districts and
Beneshwar Dham, which is
considered to be "tribals'
Prayag" situated at the Triveni
confluence of Som Mahi and
Jakham rivers, but this time
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's proposed visit to
Mangarh Dham has made this
site brought in even more dis-
cussions.

In the last few decades,
huge gatherings of all the prime
ministers and prominent lead-
ers of Congress and BJP have
been held atBeneshwar Dham
in Dungarpur district, which is
considered the Kumbh of the
tribals. Its main objective has
been to cultivate crores of trib-
al voters. Rahul Gandhi also
had a massive rally in
Beneshwar after recently hold-
ing the Congress's National
Thinking Camp in Udaipur.
Earlier, Sonia Gandhi and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
have alsobeentrained. These
days, along with the develop-
ment works on Beneshwar
Dham, in the series of reno-
vation and renovation of the
temples here, a huge cere-
mony of Golden Shikhar
Kalashis being held at ShriHari
Temple, in which Mahant of
Beneshwar Dham and region-
al MP Kankamal Katara to
invite Prime Minister Modi to
participate.

Come to Delhi. It is said
thatthe Prime Minister had also
given his consent to come to
Beneshwar. Still, the BJP
strategists chose Mangarh
Dham instead of Beneshwar

for Modi's visit because it is
closer, friendly, and essential
to the Amrit festival of inde-
pendence theme. Itis believed
that Prime Minister Modi can
simultaneously inspire the peo-
ple of three-four states, main-
ly the tribals, by concocting the
spirit of patriotism in their
minds.

Will there be a
dent in tribal
votes?
Ratlam-
Banswara-
Dungarpur-
Ahmedabad
rail line issue
will also rise

Political strategists believe
that this initiative of Prime
Minister Modi before the
Gujarat assembly elections
can make a big dent in the
Congress strategy, and tribal
votes are considered their vote
bank.

Because of the assembly
elections to be held in
November this year in Gujarat
and next year in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, and
Chhattisgarh, some important
announcements can be made
by Prime Minister Modi on
Mangarh Dham by hitting sev-
eral targets with one arrow,
including declaring Mangarh as
a national monument site.
Other significant announce-
ments will be included, includ-

ing the road corridor connect-
ing these states, but how will
the Prime Minister fulfill the
resentment prevailing in the
tribal area regarding the stalled
work of the Ratlam-Banswara-
Dungarpur-Ahmedabad rail
line and this project lying in
abeyance? Will have to see it.
Remember, Banswara is the
only district in Rajasthan from
which no railway line passes
even after 75 years of inde-
pendence, and the suffering of
the area's people has crossed
every limit. They must depend
onrailway stations like Dahod,
Vadodara, Ahmedabad,
Dungarpur, Udaipur, etc. Apart
from the nearby Ratlam
Junction for rail travel to des-
tination places. Demands of the
arearesidents are Chittorgarh-
Neemuch-Pratapgarh-
Banswara-Jhalod-Dahod-
Vadodara-Surat- Mumbai, and
Indore-Kushalgarh-Jhalod-
Dahod rail line is also to be
approved. However, a day
before the visit of Mangarh
Dham, Prime Minister Modi will
give a significant gift to a part
of the tribal area by launching
the much-awaited big rail line
project of Asarwa-Ahmedabad-
Himmatnagar-Dungarpur-
Udaipur. Make some such
announcements regarding the
combined tribal region of
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh,
which can benefit the BJP in
the next assembly elections.
At the same time, along with
these states, the demand to
create anew "Bhilpradesh" by
merging some tribal districts

of Maharashtraand measures
to overcome the growing sep-
aratist aspirations among the
youth of these areas will also
get strengthened.

Rajasthan and Gujarat
have builtdifferentmonuments
in their borders on Mangarh.

Itis noteworthy that the gov-
ernments of Rajasthan and
Gujarat have built different
monuments on Mangarh in
theirrespective borders. Prime
Minister Modi made the memo-
rial when he was the Chief
Minister of Gujarat.

Similarly, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot and
Vasundhara Raje have also
done many developments
works like museums, panora-
ma, etc. Although being the
home district of former Chief
Minister Haridev Joshi of
Banswara district and also
being the sphere of influence
of famous socialist leader
Mama Baleshwar Dayal, since
independence, Mangarh has
continued to get a lot ofimpor-
tance and the local tribal leader
and Bagidaura MLANathuram
even tothe main Bhagat of this
Dham. After this, Mahendra
Malviya, who became MLA
and Tribal Development
Minister, also took a keen inter-
est in Mangarh Dham. In this
way, this place has beeninthe
headlines for the last few
decades.

Vagad s still backward and
neglectedintherace fordevel-
opment.

By the way, Bhagirath Late
Chief Minister Haridev Joshi,
who brought Ganga in the

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

form of Mahi Bajaj Sagar pro-
ject in entire Vagad zone
Banswara, Vinoba Bhave,
leader of Bhoodan movement,
Socialist leader Mama
Baleshwar Dayal, Bhupendra
Nath Trivedi, Vagad Gandhi
Bhogi Lal Pandya, Minister of
Parliament and National
Scheduled Castes -Bhikhabhai
Bhil as the President of the
Tribal Commission,
Donagendra Singh, the first
Indian and Asian President in
the International Court of
Justice, Nathan Singh, the first
Lieutenant General of India,
Maharawal Laxman Singh, the
efficient and ideal ruler of
Dungarpurand the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, and
cricketer Raj Singh Dungarpur,
Hanumant Singh, Surya Veer
Singh is famous for his unique
culture along with the birth
and work land of eminent lit-
terateur Panna Lal Patel and
Syedna Saheb of Dawoodi
Bohra society, settled in Gujarat
of Banswara and Vagad ori-
gin, yet it is still considered a
very backward and neglected
area in the race of develop-
ment. Due to this, the people
ofthis area, especially the trib-
als, migrate to the states of
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, and gulf countries in
search of employment.

In this background, during
the proposed Vagad Yatra of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
itwill be interesting to see what
concrete announcements
Saheb announces for this
entire tribal-dominated area.

-Niti Gopendra Bhatt
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