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In a 1st for India,

Hindustan Zinc CEO Arun Misra takes
helm as Chairperson of International Zinc Association

- Mr. Arun Misra is the
first Indian and Asian to
serve as acting Chairman
of the IZA

- The International Zinc
Association (IZA) is a non-
profit association that rep-
resents the global zinc
industry

Udaipur: Arun Misra, the
CEO of Hindustan Zinc Limited,
has been elected as the new
acting Chairman of the
International Zinc Association
(IZA). Mr. Misra is the first
IndianandAsian to hold a posi-
tion of acting Chairman of the
IZA. Hindustan Zinc is India's
largestandthe world's second

largest zinc-lead miner.
Hindustan Zinc is an industry
leader with over five decades
of mining and smelting exper-
tise.

The companyis afully inte-
grated playerthatemphasizes
providing holistic value to its
stakeholders. Because of its
keen strategic approach of
constant evolution in an ever-
changing business environ-
ment, the company has a pow-
erful advantage that drives its
growth and expansion.

In response to his appoint-
ment as IZA acting Chairman,
Mr. Arun Misra, stated, "Itis a
privilege for me to take on the

role of IZA Chair and contin-
ue the tradition of excellence
ofthose who came before me.
The IZA has an exceptional
team of professionals and | look
forward to working together to
grow global demand for zinc
and promoting its essentiality
to human health, crop nutri-
tion, sustainable development,
and modern life".

The International Zinc
Association (IZA) is a non-prof-
itorganisation thatrepresents
the global zincindustry. Its mis-
sion is to advance zinc prod-
ucts and markets viaresearch,
development, technology
transfer, and communication

of the unique attributes that
make zinc sustainable and
essential component for life.
IZAmembers produce 60% of
global zinc and 80% in the
Western Hemisphere.

IZA has offices across
China, Europe, LatinAmerica,
North America, India, and
Southern Africa, with its head-
quarters in Durham, North
Carolina (USA).

Speaking on the appoint-
ment, Dr. Rahul Sharma,
Director-India, International
Zinc Association said, “We at
IZA-India are extremely happy
with Mr. Misra being appoint-
ed asthe Chairman. Being the

Industry leader, Mr. Misra has
a deep understanding of the
industry and will accelerate
IZA's efforts towards increas-
ing consumption of Zinc glob-
ally and making India a self-
reliant market for Commaodities,
specifically Zinc.

He, along with other mem-
bers will strive towards
addressing the concerns of the
Industry and underline the sig-
nificance of Zinc in crop nutri-
tion, infrastructure, and human
health.”

Hindustan Zinc, a Vedanta
group company governs 78%
market share in India. The
companydistinguishes itself

as a company committed to
business excellence, as well
as social and environmental
responsibility, and value cre-
ation for all stakeholders. The
headquarters of the company
are in Udaipur, Rajasthan, a
mineral-rich region.

The company is committed
tothe circulareconomy model
and aims toimplementlow-car-
bon and low-emission tech-
nologies, grow renewable
energy capacity, and minimise
GHGemissions. ltalsointends
to expand and strengthen its
local sourcing network in order
to benefit the local economy
and community.

Time to Resolve the Economic Inequallty

A global organization named Oxfam
is working to reduce the imbalance
between poverty & rich ratio. In its latest
economic inequality report, has given a
factually effective presentation of new atti-
tudes growing in the name of prosperity,
anomalous economic structure and the
growing gap between rich and poor.
Today the prosperity of the country and
the world has been concentrated on a
few people; in India too such a picture is
being seen more intensely than in the
world. Human values and economic
equality have been marginalized in the
country and earning wealth is becoming
the biggest goal. Why did this happen?
Has the seeds of this trend been in our
traditions oris it the result of market pres-
sure? Are the government systems giv-
ing incentives to the rich by giving the
slogan of eradicating poverty? Where will
this kind of mind-set take the nation? These
few questions are important in the con-
text of Oxfam's economic inequality report,
before the general budget, it is neces-
sary to come to this reportand brainstorm
on its facts.The shocking facts of the lat-
estreportare thatdespite the Corona epi-
demic, the wealth of rich people has
increased rapidly across the world.
Although the income of 84 percent of the
households in India has decreased due
to the pandemic, the number of billion-
aires has increased from 102 to 142. Not
only this, between March 2020 and
November 30, 2021, the income of bil-
lionaires has increased by about Rs 30
lakh crore and has increased from Rs
23.14 lakh crore to Rs 53.16 lakh crore,
while in 2020 more than 46 million.

This reportclearly states thateconomic
inequality is spreading very fast all over
the world. The rich are getting richer very
fast. Capitalismriding on the back ofimpe-
rialism has increased the wealth on one
hand and poverty has also increased on
the other hand. This gap of rich and pover-

ty is increasing instead of decreasing, as
a result of which we can see terrorism,
naxalism, communalism, provincialism,
whose results are violence, hatred, mal-
ice, greed and unethical competition in
the society It can be seen in the form of
cracks in the relationship. The biggest
impact has emerged in the form of envi-
ronmental imbalance and pollution. Due
to the prosperity confined in a few hands,
not only the big and so-called rich peo-
ple, but a large section of the country has
become a victim of this unethical culture.
The growing gap between the rich and
the poor will not reduce until concrete steps
are taken by the government in this
regard. To remove inequality, the gov-
ernment has to implement special poli-
cies for the poor.Oxfam wants to issue
such a report around the annual confer-
ence of the World Economic Forum and

the general budget of India, that although
the World Economic Forum advocates
the capitalists, its main objective should

also be to remove the increasing eco-
nomic inequality in the world. It is also
necessary to bridge the growing gap
between rich and poor because for the
last two years we are going through an
epidemic and itwas expected that atleast
in the Corona period, more help would
be given to the poor and their income
would be kept safe. But it didn't happen.
The figures are telling that the class
which benefited the most in the epidem-
ic is the wealthy class. Their wealth and
income have increased, while the living
of the poor has become more difficult.
For this, the governments will have to try
to increase the income of the lower class
and collect fair tax from the rich.The only
way to reduce economic inequality is that
the workers should get their fair wages,
the cultivators should get the fair price
for their produce, the laborers should get

their blood and sweat, and no human being
should take advantage of the system and
fill his vault more than necessary. Due to

this, a rebellion will develop in the soci-
ety, which will lead to violent revolution.
Government policies in India pretend to
remove the poor. In reality, the govern-
ment only benefits the rich. In the year
2019, the Central Government gave an
exemption of two lakh crore rupees to the
capitalist class of the country by giving
tax exemption. Help was needed not for
the rich, but for the poor. There were peo-
ple in the unorganized sector, which
should have gotten help. The truth is that
the real income of the people has not
increased forthe lastfive years. The wages
of MGNREGA, which the government
decidesitself, are alsoless than the wages
available in the market. Whereas against
this the stock market has started show-
ing new heights. Naturally, the gap
between rich and poor is widening.The
need in our country is not that a lot of

capital should be accumulated in the hands
of a few people; the distribution of capi-
tal should be such that it is easily avail-

S b

able to lakhs of villages of the vast coun-
try. But what is the reason that the lead-
ership of the ruling leader who worships
Mahatma Gandhi has cleverly kept his
principle of trusteeship aside. This is the
reason why on one hand there are high
ceilings of the rich and on the other hand
poverty creeps on the footpaths. On the
one hand, splendor gave luxury to the
person and luxury aroused cruelty in the
person, on the other hand the tragedy of
poverty and deprivation ignited the fire of
rebellion within him. He started burning
in vengeance, many evils came home
uninvited.

The blind race of meaning associat-
ed the individual with collection, conve-
nience, pleasure, luxury and selfishness.
The new economic process was further
strengthened after independence in two
respects. For one, the goal of our nation
remained economic developmentinstead
of overall human development. Second,
the race for achieving a higher level of
consumption has begun all over the coun-
try. In this process the whole society has
become economic.Society has to be
made life-oriented, not self oriented. For
this governments have to make plans for
both the long term and shortterm. In short-
term programs, where it is very impor-
tant to support the unorganized sector,
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dlrect cash to it, |t is also necessary to
increase the budget of schemes like
MGNREGA, so that cash reaches the
working class. A large section of our vil-
lages is still based on agriculture. To
increase the income of those people, it
is necessary that their cost should be
reduced and income should be increased.
Longterm plans need to be spenton edu-
cation, health, nutrition and employment.
Whereas governments are handing over
these life-related services to the private
sector instead of keeping them in their
hands, due to which these services have
now become a business. In this process,
keeping all the social beliefs, human val-
ues, dignity and collecting money, what-
ever is considered the standard of suc-
cess, due to which politics, literature, art,
religion have all been weighed on the
scales of money. There are dangerous
consequences of this trend. The economic
policies and development of the country
so far have been aimed at adding to the
prosperity of a few people. The dream of
making India a superpower is also being
seen by concentrating prosperity in the
hands of a few people. Perhaps this is a
so-called attempt to push us forward as
aweak nationinstead of making ita super-
power

-Lalit Garg

Drones can help revolutionise different sectors

Drones or Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) have by far
been one of the most looked up to and promising technologies
emerging from the Fourth Industrial Revolution.

Drones have exploded in a variety of industry sectors, pri-
marily owing to loosening regulations and robust investment
support. Responding to the rapidly evolving technology, com-
panies are creating new business and operating models.

Also, with the recent trends induced by the pandemic, use
of drone technology is mainly observed in sectors like rural
healthcare and providing relief package for disaster recovery.
With a high tech make over in these spaces, drones will help

overcome a number of big challenges.

Interestingly, India is known to the world as the ‘pharmacy
of the world’ YET in many remote and interior pockets of the
country, people remain far flung from basic healthcare.

Primarily owing to topographical constraints and poor trans-
port connectivity, proper healthcare access for many does not
exist. Especially in the current times, the Covid-19 pandemic

has raised a red flag.

Drones are an excellent way to modernise the last mile in
medical deliveries and bridge gaps in access. Drones can pro-
vide just-in-time supplies of key medical items, regardless of

o\

location. Since some health systems are not geared to keep
cold-chain products such as platelets or blood on-site, drones
can ensure these supplies are available on demand. With tech-
nology, data stored and premises coverage, drones are expect-
ed to deliver accurate and efficient solutions.

The use of drones and faster adoption of technology is lead-
ing the way for quicker administration of medications. This will
assist healthcare professionals to work more competently as
supplies can be made available within limited time frame.

Furthermore orders can be placed via digital platforms and
medical drones equipped with supplies tailored to the situation
can be quickly deployed to save the lives of patients in critical
conditions.

Drones can also come to the aid of healthcare workers while
delivering human organs for transplant. While there may be
plenty of donors to meet the requirements, what often becomes
a barrier is that available organs often don’t reach desperate
patients.

So, drones can be viable mode for transporting organs like
kidneys, lungs, heart, etc., to donors before the window of oppor-
tunity runs out.

Also few cities are turning to this technology as a tool for

disaster response. In many countries, Drones are deployed to
help find people that are in need of assistance. They have also
been used to create disaster maps and assess damage after
events like hurricanes and earthquakes. Armed with technolo-
gy such as infrared cameras, and AR technology, it can also
be used to create heat maps that can help firefighters locate
hotspots. These can also help locate people that need rescue
and help with relief package deliveries where natural disasters
strike.

Besides, drones ability to drive efficiency, itis also time sav-
ing and cost effective. This technology will surely disrupt the
traditional methods of operation and infuse more efficiency to
sectors such as healthcare and relief package deliveries.

Also with the government’'s empowering policy on drone
operation, it is only a matter of time before drones become
mainstream and an integral part of healthcare delivery in India.

Drones will surely change the face of healthcare delivery in
the near future. As in some cities, what seemed to be a distant
dream has now turned into reality with delivery of vaccines and
medicines made more accessible and faster with drones to the
remotest corners of the country including the disaster-prone
areas.
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